Social Studies
Geography Vocabulary

1. barrier islands: islands that protect a mainland from an ocean

2. culture: all the knowledge and values shared by a society
3. Coastal Plain: the easternmost of North Carolina’s three regions lying between the Piedmont and the Atlantic Ocean

4. Piedmont: huge plateau in Central North Carolina covering about 45% of the state known for is rolling hills
5. Mountain region: the mountainous area of western North Carolina

6. Tidewater: low-lying area of the Coastal Plain extending inland 30 to 80 miles

7. Outer Banks: a chain of low, narrow islands that make up the eastern limit of North Carolina’s Coastal Plain

8. geographic region: a large area of land with similar features

9. Economy: the system of production, distribution and consumption
10.  Climate: the weather in a particular location averaged for a long period of time
11.  capes: parts of the barrier islands that jut far out into the Atlantic Ocean

12.  sounds: shallow bodies of water between the Outer Banks and the mainland

13.  modes of transportation – different ways people travel
14. fall line: the imaginary line formed by connecting all the points where rivers drop suddenly from highlands to lowlands forming waterfalls or rapids

15. longitude: a measure of the distance east or west of the prime meridian at Greenwich, England

16.  latitude: a measure of distance north and south of the equator

17. Migration: movement of people from one country or place to another

